Transcript of a handwritten letter from Johan van Laarhoven, founder The Grass Company, Derrick Bergman and VOC, from his cell in Bangkok, Thailand

Dear Derrick,

Where have the times gone that we were sitting smoking a joint in The Grass Company contently, philosophizing about the future of Dutch Cannabis Policy?

Now here I am, sweating and stinking with 50 others, packed in a Thai cell of 50 square meters, full of vermin that clearly loves to bite me daily.

A greater contrast does not exist, and why?

Because the Dutch Justice department has found it necessary to paint a picture of me to the Military Junta in Thailand as the biggest drug baron in Europe, who is leading a criminal organization and has allegedly laundered millions of criminal drug money in Thailand. My dear wife, mother of two young children, has also been accused by the Netherlands as a partner in my crimes.

Perfect timing for the Justice department: a military dictatorship, that has seized power just two months earlier, will only be too happy to show the world how strong and strict they are. What could be better than arresting the Tilburg Pablo Escobar, helped by the Dutch government and with a great show of force and sending the images all over the world?

Since then my lawyers and I are trying to convince the Thai Junta that what the Dutch Justice department says is not true, that I am no more than a Tilburg coffeeshop owner, who has a license to sell cannabis and has always paid his taxes dutifully.

Unfortunately, no one seems to want to listen. Long before the arrest, the Military Junta has found us guilty and they are absolutely not willing to change their position, especially because a conviction means they can take all our possessions.

The Dutch state also seems unwilling to admit that the information it provided to the Junta is not correct, the truth is that I have no criminal record, I wasn't even interrogated or accused and I have certainly never been convicted of any offense.

Now you're surely thinking; this does not exist, the Netherlands would never extradite its own citizens to a country with the death penalty, in a state of emergency, with a  military dictatorship that has just abolished the constitution.

And that's exactly what has happened.

Led by Ivo Opstelten and his Holy War On Coffeeshops, our country has been transformed into a Police State, where the Justice department, as indeed Opstelten himself, thinks it's perfectly normal to lie and cheat whenever it's useful to reach their goal, which is the closure of all coffeeshops in the Netherlands, starting with the big boys.

If people have to be sacrificed for this, so be it, the end justifies the means!

Even if this goes against the will of the judicial system in the Netherlands.

Because what the Justice department ignores is that since 2012 there is not a judge in the Netherlands who wants to continue helping Opstelten with his inquisition.

They are no longer willing to convict coffeeshops for facts relating to the supply of those shops.

So what sense does all this make, investigations that cost millions, entire families are ruined and in the end there will not be a judge who wants to convict, because they disagree with the Justice department.

The Netherlands has apparently fallen into a judicial dictatorship, with Opstelten as the Ultimate Dictator, who thinks he stands above all the judges in the land!

The result of all this is that my wife and I have been detained while being innocent for almost a year now, on charges of large-scale soft drugs trade, running a criminal organization and laundering the money thus earned.

Large-scale soft drugs trade, that's right. With four thriving coffeeshops, you go through quite a few kilos. But what the Justice department does not state is that The Grass Company has a license to sell soft drugs.

Criminal organizations: that must be the employees, who are all on fixed contracts and have a certificate of good conduct, a fact that the Justice department does not mention either.

Laundering of criminal money; taxes were dutifully paid on all the money earned in the coffeeshops, again a fact that the Justice department did not find necessary to mention. 
 
Summarizing, we can conclude that the only reason my wife and I are detained is that the Justice department deliberately lied and withheld essential information to be of service to Opstelten in his Holy War On Coffeeshops. The end justifies the means!


Because the Thai dictatorship has already decided that my wife and I are guilty and has probably already divided our possessions among themselves, it is more than likely that we will be condemned to a long prison sentence with all possible consequences.

The only thing that could possibly save us from this is that the Justice department stops lying and cheating and finally starts to tell the truth. To date, they are not prepared to do this, so we had no other choice than to take legal action against the State of the Netherlands, in the hope of convincing the judge of what dirty game the Justice department plays at the expense of innocent Dutch nationals. If we win this case, the judge will force the Justice department to finally confess to the truth and deliver us from this dreadful situation.

On a final note, I want to thank Derrick Bergman and the VOC team for all their support and help at this terrible time.

A friend in need is a friend indeed!

Johan van Laarhoven

Bangkok Remand Prison

The Hell from Bangkok



